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the "staggering blow which made ecclesiastical establishments impos- 
sible in America" seems to us greatly exaggerated. In smiting the 
Half-way Covenant and throwing the weight of his great influence 
against the evils it had wrought, Edwards unquestionably helped in 
bringing about the conditions which made the efforts of Backus and 
his associates in New England successful. But when the utmost has 
been said, the work of Edwards in establishing religious liberty was 
slight in comparison with that of Backus. 

Aside from a few such defects as have been mentioned, Mr. Cobb's 
work is one of great merit, and it will receive grateful recognition as 
an exceedingly able and valuable history of the rise of religious liberty 
in this country. 

Henry S. Burrage. 

Portland, Me. 

Crime in its Relations to Social Progress. By A. C. Hall. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1902. Pp. 427. 

A rather startling thesis is announced : Society makes crime, and 
increase of crimes is an evidence of advancing civilization. But what 
the author actually seeks to prove in this very instructive and encour- 
aging exposition is the less sensational and more correct proposition : 
Society, with an advancing and more refined moral standard of con- 
duct, raises its demands on the individual, and brings a larger number 
of antisocial actions under the definitions and sanctions of penal law. 
Crime is properly defined (p. 10) as "any act or omission to act, pun- 
ished by society as a wrong against itself." When the author confuses 
the word " crime " with " definition " or "category" of crime, he con- 
fuses the issue. Thus (p. 6) : " the production of crime and criminals 
is one of the saving processes of nature;" and (p. 2): "the nation that 
persists in choosing its crimes wrongly is on the highroad to degenera- 
tion and decay;" and (p. 126): "Now we shall study the growth of 
crime and its usefulness in relation to social progress." 

To the ordinary definition of crime already cited the author adds 
(p. 19) still another factor : " Unless it actually succeeds in punishing, 
often enough to make the average citizen believe offenders likely to 
be brought to justice, the act is not yet a crime." Selling liquor in 
Portland, Me., is not a crime. 

The evidence on which the argument rests is historical, and the 
book is a very clear and strong survey of the efforts of society to attain 
clearer notions of the requirements of general welfare and to enforce 
obedience to the law of welfare. 
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The topics treated are : the evolutionary function and usefulness of 
crime and punishment ; social punishment among animals ; crime 
among savages ; savage races in Australia, America, Asia, and Africa ; 
the European Aryans ; the Anglo-Saxons in England ; England under 
Normans and Plantagenets ; parliamentary government and the new 
feudalism ; Tudor England ; England under the Stuarts ; modern 
England ; increase of crime in the nineteenth century ; the efficacy of 
punishment ; the trend in modern times ; an ethical theory of crime. 

The interpretation of the familiar fact that serious crime is diminish- 
ing while milder forms of offenses are increasing in progressive coun- 
tries is itself not altogether novel ; but, in the massing of historical and 
statistical evidence and the critical sifting of the material, the author 
has rendered a valuable service to students of the subject. 

He accounts for the enormous increase in the number of less grave 
offenses by the increase of social regulations required by the more 
complex structure and activities of modern industrial and urban life, 
and by the inability of many persons to adjust themselves to these new 
conditions and to the more exacting requirements of a rapidly advan- 
cing society. He believes there is reason in the statistics for the hope 
that society will finally succeed in reducing the truly antisocial ele- 
ments to a minimum and in educating the majority of the capable and 
sound members of society to intelligent and voluntary acceptance of 
the law of general welfare. The discussion of this argument is so 
strong and competent that it places the book distinctly in the class of 
works to which students of criminology must give attention. 

Charles Richmond Henderson. 



Annates de I'lnstitut international de Sociologie. Publiees sous la 

redaction de Rene Worms, Secretaire general. Tome 

VIII : Travaux des annees 1900 et 1901. Paris : Giard et 
Briere. Pp. 330. 

L 'Annie sociologique : Publiee sous la direction d'KMiLE Durk- 
heim. Cinquieme annee, 1900-1901. Paris : Alcan. Pp.634. 

In former years we have referred to these journals together, and it 
is a natural association. The subject treated in this number of the 
Annates is " Le mat€rialisme historique." The contributors are Messrs. 
Casimir de Kelles-Krantz, J. Novicow, A. Loria, Maxime Kovalewsky, 
R. de la Grasserie, Ad. Coste, N. Abrikossof, F. Toennies, G. de Greef, 



